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The Baths, Virgin Gorda, British Virgin Islands 1996
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I've always found
it interesting and a bit
ironic that so many
photographers and
processing labs feel
the need to apologize
for the tendency of
underwater and
tropical images to
have a propensity
for the color blue.

How many times have you heard advice to novices about how
to mitigate blue in photos. This includes counsel suggesting special
filters, different films, or even lab manipulation to eliminate the
overbearing predominance of blue. Well, I like blue and creative
photographers use it to their advantage rather than trying to
eliminate it. Most people find blue soothing and relaxing, a color
that leads the observer to tranquility and lassitude. And we think
that's a welcome characteristic.
We decided to buck the conventional wisdom and run a photo
section that celebrates the color blue in all its hues and exuberance.
Whether used as the dominant theme for dramatic effect
underwater or as a compliment to the myriad other tropical colors
found in reefs, islands and atolls, blue has earned its place in the
spectrum as the defining element of diving.
Providing a bit of accent are quotes and excerpts from several
authors, song writers, and other sources that provide an underlying
perspective on our favorite color... but not our mood: Blue.

"Blue: having the color of the deep blue sea"
Webster's New World Dictionary, 3rd edition

"Blue, songs are like tatoos
You know I've been to sea before
Crown and anchor me
Or let me sail away
Blue, here is a song for you
Ink of a pin
Underneath my skin
An empty space to fill in
Blue, here is a shell for you
Inside you'll hear a sigh
A foggy lullaby
There is your song from me"
Bay Islands caye, Honduras, 1988
Fiji, Northern Lau Group, 2000
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Blue - Joni Mitchell

Lina Hitchcock snorkeling
Kolombangara, Solomon Islands, 1999

Morning calm, Palau aboard the Aggressor, 1995
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"The water of the Gulf Stream was usually a
dark blue when you looked out at it when there
was no wind. But when you walked out into it
there was just the green light of water over
that floury white sand and you could see the
shadow of any big fish a long time before he
could ever come in close to the beach."
Islands in the Stream - Ernest Hemingway
1867 Rhone wreck, BVI, 1996

"Blue, pure undiluted blue, is the
rarest color in nature. Yet in the
South Pacific, blue is everywhere and
in the most startling hues and
intensities. Pick up a handful of
Capricorn water, however, and it is
colorless. The blue water is artificial,
a trick of refraction, the mischief of
optics. Each particle of water is
neutral, but between the great
depths and the violence of the sun
the water is made to look blue.
This is a marvelous accident, for
the blue forms a vast background for
the white sand and the coral of the
atoll and the dense green and brown
of the high island. No other color
would frame it quite so well. The
blue water is close to perfect."

Matt Weadon, Blue Holes, Palau, 1997
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The Blue of Capricorn - Eugene Burdick

Truk Lagoon, 1994
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"I was sad, and then I loved you
It took my breath
Now I think you love me
And it scares me to death
'Cause I lie awake and wonder, I worry
I think about losin' you
I don't care what you say
Maybe I was happier blue"
Happier Blue by Chris Smither

Rock Islands, Palau, 1994
Cathryn Castle admires the south point of San Salvador, 1992
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Deep sea fans, Palau, 1994
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Sponge face,
Cane Bay, St. Croix, 1974

"She was married when we first met
Soon to be divorced
I helped her out of a jam, I guess
But I used a little too much force
We drove that car as far as we could
Abandoned it out west
We split up on the docks that night
But agreed that it was best
She turned around to look at me
As I was walking way
I heard her say over my shoulder
We'll meet again someday
On the avenue
Tangled up in blue"
Tangled Up In Blue - Bob Dylan

"I'm going back some day,
Come what may
To blue bayou
Where you sleep all day
And the catfish play
On blue bayou
And the fishing boats
With their sails afloat
If I could only see
That familiar sunrise
Through sleepy eyes
How happy I'd be"
Sharks at Blue Corner, 1994
Lina Hitchcock ballet, Sinai Red Sea, 1979
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Blue Bayou - Roy Orbison

Gretchen Gilliam, Fiji, 2000

Bret Gilliam blowing air rings,
Cane Bay, St. Croix, 1977
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Come Out of the Blue - David Mallett

Sinai ruins,
Dahab, Red Sea, 1993
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"You've been in a blue, blue place most of the day
It's such a blue, blue place when you're this way
And I need to know is there nothing a body can do
No nothing to do, come out of the blue, come out of the blue
From out of your blue, blue eyes I have seen tears
And I've known those two blue eyes too many years
To leave you alone now 'cause I know what you're going through
'Cause I've been there too, come out of the blue, come out of the blue"
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